
Benicia Valero Refinery
A Short History 
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We’re going to cover

• The Land

• The Arsenal

• The Industrial Park

• The Refinery 

R



The Patwin

R



Rancho Suscol
• 1823: Mission San 

Francisco Solano

• 1836: 

Nationalization by 

Mexican 

Government

• 1844: Deeded to 

Gen. G. Mariano 

Vallejo 
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Rancho Suscol
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Named for:

Francesca Maria Filipa Benicia Carrillo de Vallejo



The Benicia Arsenal
1847 to 1964 
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The Industrial Park 



Alternative One: Find another 
Federal or State Agency

Benicia, Tranquility Base here. 
The Eagle has landed. 



Alternative Two: Break up the 
property and sell at auction 
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The City struggled to resolve 

the sudden loss of income



1962
R



A New Alternative: The Benicia 
Plan, 1962

• City Attorney John Bohn and Mayor James 

Lemos flew to Washington and met with 

Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara. 

• McNamara said that the decision to close 

the Arsenal was final. 

• But he would help in any way to see that 

Benicia didn’t suffer. 

• Bohn took him at his word.



On the way home, Bohn and 

Lemos invented the Benicia Plan



1962, The Benicia Plan 

• Surplus property 

authority

• Purchase on 

installment plan

• Paid for by renting 

to a third party, 

through an escrow 

account

• Sent out hundreds 

of offers



1963: Several companies did 

feasibility studies 



1963: Benicia Industries enters

• Had already been 

involved in 

redevelopment

• Was willing to: 

Plan a 

development

Develop the 

property by sales, 

use, and rentals



There was the ubiquitous 

lawsuit in 1964



1964



Not so fast, it wasn’t that easy

• Separate sales: 

– Arsenal

– Wharf

– Armory

– Dominicans 

– Southern Pacific

– Electric system

– Water system-Pine 

Lake

• Three acts of the 

legislature 

• Three subleases

• Easements

• Appraisals 

• Reset of the 

boundaries

• Surveys

• Multiple lawyers and 

documents



Resetting the boundaries

• Meeting of: 

– Governor 

– US Senators

– State Lands 

Commission

– Mayor

– John Bohm

– Assemblymen

– Supervisor

R
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US to City to State, $5,000



The Refinery 



1950s
Humble Oil was looking to break into the hot 

California market with a refinery and 

stations. 

It needed a refinery to receive Alaskan oil.

R

1963: Moss Landing, Monterey 

Co.



By 1964 Humble had already received 

permission to build in Monterey County

• City Attorney John 

Bohn heard of some 

problems in Monterey 

Co. 

• Drove down and 

approached Humble 

executives. 

• Cabot, Cabot & 

Forbes acted as 

consultants



1965
• US issues mortgaged 

sale.

• The City signs a lease 

with Benicia Industries 

(BI). 

• BI pays off loan.

• The US issues a quit 

claim. 

• Humble disappears from 

Monterey Co.

• Humble Oil announces 

the Benicia refinery. 



1965: Humble starts 

planning, uses plans from 

Monterey with modifications



1968 Water



1967: Construction 





Milestones 
• October 1966:     Ground broken and site prep.

• June 1967:          First concrete poured. 

• December 1967:  Employees move in.

• September 1968: Humble starts to prepare for 

startup.

• November 1968: First crude from Alaska.

• January 1969:     Processing begins. 

• May 1969:           All processing operational.

• October 1969:     Dedication. 





1984



1988

1996



At the time the refinery was built, Humble Oil was wholly owned by Standard Oil of New 
Jersey.  Effective January 1, 1973 Standard Oil of New Jersey changed its corporate 
name to Exxon Corporation and changed the name of Humble Oil and Refining 
Company to Exxon USA.  Valero became the owner effective May 15, 2000. 



Valero 

2000: Valero 

acquires the refinery 

and Exxon stations. 

2001: Valero 

acquires the asphalt 

plant. 

2003: Valero 

Improvement Project 

(VIP) begins. 
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