Benicia Valero Refinery
A Short History
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Rancho Suscol

¢ 1823: Mission San
Francisco Solano

« 1836:
Nationalization by
Mexican
Government

« 1844: Deeded to
Gen. G. Mariano b
Vallejo



Rancho Suscol

San Francis Solano Mission, Founded 1823, near Santa Rosa, California
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[he Benicra Arsenal
7647 to 7964
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ATE INCREASE
10N FOR SCHOOLS
JAY, APRIL 4

s will go to the
vy, April 4 to decide
laximum school tax
ased. This will be
in four years that
>een placed before

pen from 7 a.m. to

wber one for the
which includes reg-
ecinets 6, 7, 8, 9,
allejo precinet 248,
nicia High School,
at,

190 West J street,

nated as precinct
cover election pre-
and 12.

s olfice, 714 First
e as voting place
inets 10, 11 and 13.
at this election is

iG HUNT
DAY - IF IT
AIN

club members an-
for their annual
1L next Sunday at
chool. The event is
m.

Easter egg hunt
that members will
of 1,440 eggs in
he hunt. The Vet-
Building kitehen
- use of its kitch-
on, as well as the
5.

en to all Benijeia
*ars or under. To
tion,  desienated
set aside for in-
car-olds, five to
nd nine to twelve
finder’s i
e

keeperes’

amg oanoaomard

to increase the tax rate from $1.65
per $100 of county assessed valua-
tion to a new maximum of $2.15
per $100, or an increase of 650
cents.

The increase to win approval
requires a “Yes” vote from a ma-
jority of those voting. 3,100 election
notice cards were sent out by the
county to all eligible voters.

Benicia PTA units have been
informing the voters of reasons for
the increase.

Arguments have been advanced
that a rate establish:d in 1936 is
inadequate to meet today's costs,
that the «chool population is grow-
ing and that Benicia school child-
ren will become the victims ol in-
ferior education if the increase is
rejected at this election.

No organized opposition has ap-
peared in this election.

Highland Residents
Protest Apartment
Buildings

200  Highland residents filed
signed petitions with the city clerk
on Monday. The petitions were in
opposition to a request now before
tne city planning commission to re-
zone the site of the old Benicia
grammar school for the construc-
ition of eight to ten apartment
units. .

Public hearings are scheduled
for the April 13 meeting of the
planning commission. The rezoning
request was made in the name of
Mrs. Thelma Spencer and the Par-
nick corporation and involves lots
7 through 11 and 23 through 27,
block eight of Highlands subdiv-
ision two.

If the proposal is approved, it
‘would change these lots from A-1
or strictly residential properties, to
A2 whirh i D tia Y

wrrsvlid  sasasew td
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Befense Depariment
Oréders Benicia Arsencil

inactivated In 3 Years

A teletype from the Secretary of Defense to Col. :\Il)erl. (,
Wells, Jr., commanding officer of Benicia Arsenal stated that Benicia
Arsenal was to be inactivated during the next three years and then

Gong. John Baldwin
Protests Arsenal
Action

Lditor, The DBenician,
Benicia, Calif.

Congressman John I'. Baldwin
(R) of California this morning re-
leased the following  telegram
which he has just dispatched to
President Kennedy relative to the
proposed inactivation of Benicia
Arsenal announced by the Defense
Department :

“I have today received notlice
from the Defense Department that
Benicia Arsenal, at Benicia, Cali-
fornia, is to Dbe inactivated and
closed over a three year period.

“Since the Defense Department
is under instructions that no pub-
lic announcements are to be made
unless authorized by the adminis-
tration, it is evident that this de-
cision has been made with vour

closed.

Benicia Arsenal was one of four ordnance installation’s ordered
inactivated and closed-out. One other, Redstone Arsenal, in Alabama,

was ordered transferred to the U. S.

Army Missile department.

The message shocked the residents of Benicia and Solano Coun-

ty.
vated and closed-out.

The Arsenal is the largest of the installations ordered inacti-
T'he others included Mt. Ranier, Tacoma, Wash-

ington; Raritan in New Jersey and Rosslord in Toledo, Ohio.
The announcement was made at an 8:15 hurriedly called press

meeting at Benicia Arsenal.

Mayor James Lemos
Galls Emergency
ileeting

Mayor James Lemos has call-
ed an emergency meeting of or-
ganizations and citizens for this
evening  (Thursday).

The meeting will start at eight
o’clock in the council chambers.

Ak i Aitewasolea kR son Tmas e

The teletype follows:
Department of Defense,
Washington, D. C.

To Commanding Officer,
Benicia Arsenal.

The Secretary of Defense is
making an announcement at 1000
hours, EST, 30 March 1961 con-
cerning the inactivation of four
ordnance depots and 1 depot ac-
tivitly.

Inactivation ol the following in-
stallations over a three year per-
iod follows:

Benicia Arsenal, l{cniciu..(,'xlll-
.\ « S = A Ly ) F o | sy e Oreer [ =
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Alternative One: Find another
Federal or State Agency

Beniera, ﬁa/{ywﬁ'ff Buase here.
/e ﬁy/é tas landed




Alternative Two: Break up the
property and sell at auction
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The City struggled to resolve
the sudden loss of iIncome

We're here to

N YRV IENENNE)

deliver the

greetings

¥

UPILS OF MILLS SCHOOL TO PRESENT |
HRISTMAS PROGRAM AT OLD STATE
APITOL ON DECEMBER 22 AND 23

‘Las Posadas” is one of the tra-
Mex-

fonal ceremonies used in
to celebrate Christmas.

PROGRAIM
QOast of characters: Joseph,
Steve Lange; Mary, Rosemary

Yupils of the Mills School Span- Freitas; Angel, Sylvia MeGuirk;

classes will present the Nativ- 3

wise men, Henny Henderson,

‘THE BENICIAN
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Number Twenty-one

Benicia, Solano County, California, Friday, December 22, 1961

LAST DRAWING OF
GIVEAWAY AWARDS
SATURDAY bl

The third and last of the three
drawings of the Benicia Mer-
cdhanfs giveaway awards will be
this Saturday. The drawing will
be held in fwont of Maitin’s TV,
617 First Street.

$205 in cash awards and three
merchardise awards await some
lucky ticket holder. To be eligi-
ble for the prizes in this event,
it is necessany not only to possess
tickets but to be present at the
driawing.

Tickets for the final event in
the 1961 Chrigdtmas giveaway will
be available through Friday at
stores distributing the tickets.

Tickets are given free with each
purchase of $1 or mbore.

WINNERS OF LAST WEEK'S

AWARDS—

First, $100.00 — Robert Niessus,
355 East N Street.

Second, $50.00 — Mrs. Donald
Jeans, 371 Linda Vista.

Third, $25.00—Bill Maloney, 410
West J Street.

Winners of the merchandise ord-
ers were: Harry Strouse, Martha
Burton and Owen Kathy.

Christmas Music At

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF
BENICIA REFLECTED AT
COUNCIL MEETING

It becomes more evident withAnmy Engineers last August and

eacn Benicia Qity Council meelting
tthat all eyes are on Benicia and
our progress is being closely
watched by Vallejo, the county and
surfounding metropolitan areas.

With the coming of outside
mioney and developers who will
bring a new way of life to this
communiby, advice, persuasion and
offers are being made to plot the
course. To dalte you can be very
thiankful to your mayor who is
working hard and exploring all
avenues to keep our city from be-
coming a subwb or tax source for
ather areas.

At the medting he'd on Tuesday
nighlt letiters were read fiicm state
and regional planning offfices
whidh supporited the fact that Be-
nicia canrnot get federal aid if
they associ.te themselves with
Vallejo in a county-wide plan. Val-
lejo being a city of over 50,000
population cannot get Federal aid
for planning under the 701 plan.

There is less involvment for Be-
nicia to plan alone at this stige
but the state suggests Federal Ur-
ban Renewal and State Planning
—ito ultimabely become a part of
area wide Melwopolitan Planning.

it appears consumiztion is near at
hand.

With the agreement of a 90-
day extension, a conbract to that
effect was voted and signed by
Mayor Lemos and Miss Pine rep-
resenting the city of Benicia. This
silows bime for the water con-
tiladt between the city of Vallejo
and Benicia to be worked out. Our
present conltract with Califlornia-
Bacific Utilibies expires on 31 De-
cembear. The new contract will ex-
pire on Maich 14, 1962.

Wister lots in the Soulthhamp-
ton By whidh are city owned will
be deeded to the stabe. Quiet title
aclilon is necessary to clear this
aréa which is part of the State
park. Charles Willlams, who rep-
resenbed the office of the city at-
touey, suggested a  priocedure
which would muake the transacition
cost firee to the city. His opinion
was accepted and the council re-
solved to enlter inllo an agreement
to give the lots to tihe state by
deed, flor costs necessary to clear
the titles of said lots. In the legal
area of the state park the status
of the condemmnuibion suits pending

were reponted. upon. It was ex-
nllainad Hhat +ha alkkaunas



BLIC UTILITIES
MMISSION 0. K.
\TER SYSTEM
RCHASE

e State Utilities Commission
ondsy, approved the purchase
e California-Pact Utilities
water system by the City of
ia. This was more or less a
ne matter.

yor Lemos said dollowing
lay's PUC action that the next
toward the city’s taking
vater will be the cal
or bids on the bonds.

think the council will be able
this st the

ext courne
on March 6

l meet-

indicated that prospective
rs would be given as much as
nith to prepare their offers.
ce the bids }m\'e been sold,
will

m them,
purchase
0 the util lu es com-
Tnen the city will take over
rship and management of
any.
¢ balance of the bond issue,
t $175,000, will be used to
& an emergency fund, and
.,ome}s who prepared the
are for the bal}

me $500,000 of the water
any purchase price wil be re-
d to the \l'.y by Watchie &

r system’s

e Watchie fi
00 & year f

dy has mad

sidents of B
to purchase
@t a price
nance the
of $1,200)
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Benicia Heart Fund
Drive Neis $727.44

\'z;.h‘umk, chairmau,
wlated

resy

hsm and L.
$166
Chanboneau, ¢

bll]w
3 — V. MdBurney, cap-
60.00

4 — H. Moore, capt

Area 5 — L .Calimam, cag
tain 69.46
Area 6 — R. Craddick, cap-

tain 10159
C. Neri, 158.09
Tatal $727.14

The total number of hames cor
tacted was 1481, with 720 contri-
butions, 295 refussis and 486 not
at home.

A FAST Look

Around Beni:ia

LET THE RECORD SPEAK
FOR ITSELF—

Rumor has been heard that we
are again on the brink of Urban
Renewzl — and an examination ef
activities within the council does
not indicate any such movement.

The controlling members of the
council have earnestly tried to
please the majority of the people
and support those projects which
appear most beneficial to the en-
tire city. Land changes have
brought the greatest amount of
discussion and opposition in recent
months at council meetings.

Mayor Lemos has listened to all
persons and weighed each indiv-
idual case. made personal insnec.

Sireas At Arsenal To
Be Tested Next Week

Sirens are s.helled to wail at g

Benl:a Arsenal next

y w eJl.»»_.;) mors
he prolonged bl.sts, reports
Joho P.

is testing the
dsaswer evacuation plan.
The test exercise will be con-
d;u,:d vo parts, one slated for
4 5, is umgw_q as a

the mechan-
isms. '1‘);< arsenal’s Fire Depart-
ment siren system will be checked
for effectiveness in = cont
ous blast of from three to f
minutes duration. This is the pre-
seribed warning signal of Civil De-
fense planning.

At the sound of the siren Wed-
nesday morning, the arsensl civ-
ilian and militany s'.af[ and pum,

pesidante noll snan Snso the solo

ANNEXATION OF
ARSENAL GRANTED
BY FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

City of Ber officials receiv-
ed word last Friday that the Fed-
eral government had gnanted per-
mission for the City of Benici
nnex Benic i
The offici
ved by ¢
A Tarner of t

police the ares. The annexation
will also enable the city to control
zoning and construction regula-
tions.

The official consent of

ation puts the property on t
rolls of t
The o
“Consent
ciz A
reads as follo

States of

gineers,
the annexation ¢
described in Exb “A” attached
h.-ma and mude & part hereto by

from the
e State
eversionary

Benicia Historieal Museum

1962



A New Alternative: The Benicia
Plan, 1962

City Attorney John Bohn and Mayor James
Lemos flew to Washington and met with
Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara.

McNamara said that the decision to close
the Arsenal was final.

But he would help in any way to see that
Benicia didn't suffer.

Bohn took him at his word.




On the way home, Bohn and
Lemos invented the Beniclia Plan

MEMORANDUM OF MEETING OF
BENICIA ARSENAL INDUSTRIAL COMMITTEE
SEPTEMBER &4, 1962, IN BENICIA, CALIFORNIA

The Committee met for the purpose of hearing a progress report from
John A, Bohn, City Attorney, on the city's efforts to acquire the Benicia
Arsenal property, and to consider appropriate steps to be taken to ex-
pedite the transition of the property to private industrial use,

It was recalled that, at the time the Department of Defense announced
the phase out of the Benicia Arsenal activities, a team of representa-
tives from many federal agencies met with the citizens of Benicia and
promised all necessary aid to lessen the economic impact of this closing
upon the City of Benicia, The arsenal being the sole substantial
employer in the Benicia area, it was recognized by the Federal Gover=~
ment that its closing would seriously eripple the City of Benicia and
the surrounding area, unless some steps eould be taken to provide for
substitute industrial employment opportunities and payrolls.

It was further reealled that, pursuant to the recommendations of the
Benicia Arsenal Industrial Committee, the City of Benicia had under-
taken negotiations with the General Serviees Administration for the
scquisition of the arsenal property in a single unit in order to provide
for orderly, appropriate and prompt development, This is to be under-
taken by the City with the cooperation of private capital and enterprise
to whom will be leased those portions of the property not needed for
public use by the City. In this manner, the City will control the use,
receive funds for financing necessary improvements through rental pay-
ments, and be assured of a carefully planned, well-coordinated industrial
park.

This was deemed to be the best possible method of alleviating the
economic distress of the area since no other agency was in a position to
provide the necessary coordination and correlativa to meet all of the
problems involved. The arsenal property consists of so many different
tyoes of land, so many different types of buildings usable and unusable,
and so many peculiar problems that it is impossible to do anything
constructive with the area except through coordinated planning by the

L e 4t e and ke overmdce ~f tioht controls on land use.

PROPOSAL OF THE CITY OF BENICIA TO PURCHASE BENICIA ARS

PROPERTY FROM THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

The City of Benicia, a municipal corporation, organized and operating
under the laws of the State of California, hereinafter referred to as City,
hereby proposes to purchase from the United States Government acting through
its General Services Administretion, hereinafter referred to as Government,
the real property situated in the County of Solano, State of California, and
generally referred to as the Benicia Arsenal, under the following terms and

conditions:

1. The purchase price shall be the sum of $4,587,200 subject to the

adjustments hereinafter set forth.

2. The legal description cf the exterior boundaries of the property,

and a survey thereof, shall be furnished by the Government.

3. The purchase price shall include all of the property wit

"
y

o

designated boundaries, with the following exceptions and understandings:

(a) The area consisting of Pine Lake, the filtration system,
11.7 acres of land west of the highway, and a portion of
the pipeline and pumping station system which is described
in an application by the City to the United States Depart-
ment of Health, Education and Welfare is not included in
the purchase price. This property has been appraised by
the Government at $118,250 and if the City's application
to the Department of Health, Education and Welfare is ap-
proved, the additional cost to the City will be the sum of
$70,950 reflecting the forty percent (407%) discount re=
quested. A legal description of this property will be fur-

nished by the City.

(b) There is included within the purchase price the full ap-
praised value ($4,650.00) of the pipeline across the Benicia-

Martinez Bridge and the pumping station on the Contra Costa

ahakia (T s - WESRPUUPNICY  SUT. S, oo 1! L
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1962, The Benicia Plan

Surplus property
authority

Purchase on
Installment plan

Paid for by renting
to a third party,
through an escrow
account

Sent out hundreds
of offers
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1963: Several companies did
feasibility studies
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BENICIA

CALIFORNIA

A REPORT ON THE
PRELIMINARY PLANNING STUDY & . . e
e Benicia Industrial Site
GENERAL PLAN

FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT
BENICIA INDUSTRIES, INC.

311 CALIFORNIA STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

B E NI
D. ENGINEERS + PLANNERS
HARSTAD + ASSOCIATES, INC.
EDWARD P. SCHWAFEL ENGINEER, INC. Benicia Industries, Inc.




1963: Benicla Industries enters

 Had already been
Involved In
redevelopment

* Was willing to:

»Plan a
development

»Develop the
property by sales,
use, and rentals



There was the ubiquitous
lawsuit In 1964

NAGAA

official counts were ac-
by the council on Tuesday
The “Estimated” census for
Wber 1st was 6,450 persons
\g a gain of about 380—
or less. Mayor Johansen
| verbal “pat on the back”
7 clerk Anna G. Pine and
ffice for assistance to the
s group who developed the
\te. He added,, “We will get
h per capita tax quota back
ayment”—and indicated he
would be well to continue
itimate on a yearly basis.
cial count was also accept-
& the Retirement System
‘or and against the measure
. proposed a retirement plan
ty employees and a tax in-
s to cover the cost. The vote
somparably close with 1097
vor and 1401 against—mak-
difference of 304 votes. The
does not necessarily preclude
yossibility of the request by
employees being considered
1e council. The vote was not
al — but to be used as a
neter for the council as to
houghts of the people of Be-

iyor Carsten Johansen op-

the Tuesday night council
ing to the smallest group
s the start of his regime, with
1cilmen Cody and Nebergall
ent. Both Councilmen Lemos
Charboneau were absent due
Iness. Assistant city attorney
ansdorfer acted as legal coun-

iss Anna G. Pine, city clerk,
| a series of long communica-
s during the short meeting—

of those concerning the all
ortant state grant of Tide and
merged Lands to the City of
ricia. With the letter of full
lanation of requirements for
city came the documents to
scute including a draft of a
vice agreement providing for
surveying, monumenting, and
ording of a plat map of the tide
i submerged lands granted to
city.
\ttention was drawn to a re-
irement “Within 10 years from
» effective date of this act, said
ds shall be substantially im-
sved by said city without ex-
nea tn tha state. and _if the
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Solano County, California, Friday, December 18, 1964

Court Rules Arsenal
Lease Valid = = Paves

The legal barrier that has prevented Benicia In-
dustries, Inc., from pursuing its program of development

for the Benicia Arsenal was lifted this
nouncement Wednesday that Superior Judge

week with the an-

J. F. Good,

of Butte County, had rendered a decision upholding the
validity of the $4,587,200 lease.

Judge Good's decision was

Clerk Larry Ball.

filed with County

It sustains the constitutionality of the

proposed agreement whiereby Benicia Industries, Inc. will

provide the money for the

City of Benicia to purchase the

now deactivated Arsenal property and the city, in turn,
will lease it back to the corporation for 66 years, during
which time the property will be developed industrally.

The involved litigation

has made it impossible for

Benicia Industries, Inc., a corporation headed by Joseph

J. Coney of San Francisco

and Stanley Hiller, Sr., of

Berkeley, to acquire and implement lease contracts for

the industrial development of

April |.

In submitting his decision val-
idating the proposed master
lease, Judge Good, ordered a de-
cree declaring the validity of the
proposal be prepared by the de-
fendants, the City of Benicia, for
his signature to implement his
decision.

END OF LEGAL BARRIER

Undoubtedly, this will remove
the legal barrier which has pre-
vented Benicia Industries, Inc.,
from proceeding with its pro-
gram of industrial development
of the Arsenal propenty at a cost

the Arsenal property since

Senate Bill 1181, which had con-
tracted for the proposed master
lease.

The complaints further con-
tended that Benicia City Attorney
John Bohn had been under a
conflict of interest in representing
both the City of Benicia and Be-
nicia Industries, Inc., in nego-
tiating the $4,587,200 lease for the
Arsenal property.

This charge, however, was dis-
missed by Judge Good during the
court proceedings which opened
August 4 on the lease validation

y For Progress

G 0f G Sponsor
Christmas Home
Decorations Contest

The Chamber of Comimerce is
sponsoring a Christmas Home
Decoration contest with. cash
awards for 'the three best decorat-
ed homes in the community.

The top award will be $25.00,
second place $10.00 and third
place $5.00.

Judges for the contest are
Richard Conrad, chamber presi-
dent; Robert Looby and Don Ol-
son.

The judging will take place on
the evening of December 22nd
and the winners will be announc-
ed in the December 24th edition
of The Benician. Checks will be
mailed to the three recipients
designated by the judges.

O-
FREE.SHOW FOR THE
KIDDIES AT THE STATE

THEATER MONDAY, DEC. 21
James Lemos, owner of the
State Theater, announces a free
show for the kiddies will be given
on Monday, December 2lst. The
show will start at 10:00 a.m.
Santa will also be present and
will have candy for all the child-

ren.

S, S—
ATTENDANCE AT OLD STATE
CAPITOL TOTALS 22336
FOR YEAR

Ed Strouse, ranger in charge of

The third and final Christmas
Give-Away drawing will be held
this Saturday at the Park and
Shop Market at 2 pm.

Another $205 in prizes will be
given to lucky ticket-holders who
must be present to win.

Tickets will be given with each
$1 purchase until noon on Satur-
day by 'the participating mer-
chants.

WINNERS OF SECOND

GIVE-AWAY DRAWING
..100 first prize — Mrs. Leslie
Wright, 112 Sherman Drive.

$50 second prize — Mrs. Mari-
lyn Waugh, 1101 East 6th St.

$25 third prize — James Nutt,
243. Hillcrest Avenue.

$10 Merchandise orders — Ter-
ry Peeler, 195 East D Street; Bev-
erly Perez, 885 West K Street,
and Mark Hayes, 243 Hillcrest
Avenue.

Christmas ‘Iiecoralions
At West Manor

The annual Christmas display
at the entrance of West Manor is
credited to the Rolling Manor Im-
provement Club. Seven hard-
working membbers, Forrest,
Barsch, Hohn Seward, Jim Gen-
try, George Weatherwax, Al Gass,
Dennis Lantrip and Bill Freitas
formed the work party which lab-
ored Sunday to create this dazzl-
ing display. Thanks ‘to their com-
bined efforts all Benicia may en-
joy this bit of Christmas cheer.

"Dhis improvement club reminds
it’s members and -interested per-
sons of the January 4th meeting.
Jesse King, secretary of the club,
will speak on the history of paper
money and show examples of
large size, present size, and frac-
tional size currency with denomi-
nations of 25¢ to and including
$1,000 notes. We are sure this will
be of interest to many people and
urge everyone to attend.

~ ——0
NOTICE TO STATE FARM
POLICY HOLDERS

Leonard Stivers, State Farm
Insurance agent, announces that
policy . holders may call Ben
Reese, phone 644-7447 in case of
an emergency.

Mr. Stivers announces his of-
fice will be closed from December




INDUSTRIES

A DEVELOPMENT OF BENICIA




Not so fast, it wasn't that easy

« Separate sales:
— Arsenal
— Wharf
— Armory
— Dominicans
— Southern Pacific
— Electric system

— Water system-Pine
Lake

Three acts of the
legislature

Three subleases
Easements
Appraisals

Reset of the
boundaries

Surveys

Multiple lawyers and
documents



Resetting the boundaries

* Meeting of:
— Governor
— US Senators

— State Lands
commission

— Mayor

— John Bohm

— Assemblymen
— Supervisor




-



The Refinery




1950s

Humble Oil was looking to break into the hot
California market with a refinery and
stations.

It needed a refinery to receive Alaskan oill.

1963: Moss Landing, Montereyw




By 1964 Humble had already received
permission to build in Monterey County

« City Attorney John
Bohn heard of some
problems in Monterey
Co.

 Drove down and
approached Humble
executives.

e Cabot, Cabot &
Forbes acted as
consultants
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1965

US issues mortgaged
sale.

The City signs a lease
with Benicia Industries

(BI).
Bl pays off loan.

The US issues a quit
claim.

Humble disappears from
Monterey Co.

Humble Oil announces
the Benicia refinery.

Benicia Arsenal Military Reservation

Benicia, Californiz

D-Calif-747

(Surplus Property Authority of the City of Benicia)

QUITCLAT DEED

THIS INDENTURE, made the 26th day of February, 1965, between
the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, acting by and through the Administrator
of General Services, under and pursuant to the powers and authority
contained in the provisions of the Federal Property and Administrative
Services Act of 1949 (63 Stat, 377), as zmended, and regulations and
orders promulgated thereunder, GRANTOR, and the SURPLUS PROPERTY
AUTHCRITY OF THE CITY OF BENICIA, 2 public corporation duly orgznized
and existing under the Govermment Code of the State of California,
GRANTEE,

VITNESSETH: That the said GRANTOR, for and in consideration
of the sum of FOUR MILLION, FIVE HUNDRED EIGHTY-TUWO THQOUSAND, TWO
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($4,582,200.00) in lawful money of the United States of
Americz, to be paid by GRANTEE to GRANTOR, of which consideration the
sum of NINE HUNDRED SIXTEEN THOUSAND, FOUR HUNDRED FORTY DOLLARS
($916,440.00) has been paid in cash, and the balance being evidenced
by a Promissory Note and Deed of Trust, has remised, released and for-
ever quitclaimed, and by these presents does remise, release and for-
ever quitclaim, unto the said GRANTEE, and to its successors and assigns,
that certain real property situate, lying and being in the City of
Benicia, County of Solano, State of California, described in Exhibit
"A" hereto attached and hereby made a part hereof.

1E PROPERTY herein conveyed is subject to rights of way,
restrictions, reservations and easements now existing or of record.

TOGETHER WITH all and singular the tenements, hereditaments
and appurtenances thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining, and
the reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders, rents, issues
and profits thereof, and 2lso all the estate, right, title, interest,
property possession, claim and demand whatsoever, in law as well as in
equity, of the said GRANTOR of, in or to the foregoing described
premises, and every part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances.

SAID PROPERTY transferred hereby was duly determined to be
surplus, and was assigned to the General Services Administration for
disposal pursuant to the Federal Property znd Administrative Services
Act of 1949 (83 Stat. 377), as amended, and applicable rules, orders
and regulagions,

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular, the said premises,
with the improvements thereon, unto the said GRANTEE, its successors
and assigns forever.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the GRANTOR has caused these presents to
be executad as of the day and year first above written.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Acting by and through the
ADMINISTRATOR OF GENERAL SERVICES

By,

Fred H, Johnston
Property Division
: Service




1965: Humble starts
planning, uses plans from
L Monterey with modifications




. 1968 Water
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Milestones
October 1966: Ground broken and site prep.

June 1967 First concrete poured.
December 1967: Employees move in.

September 1968: Humble starts to prepare for
startup.

November 1968: First crude from Alaska.
January 1969: Processing begins.

May 1969: All processing operational.
October 1969: Dedication.



The Humble Oil and ‘Refining Company today
ded Ms first West Coasf tefinery — a
$160 million facility in the Benicia Industrial
Park that represents the most advanced, mod-

&rn, computerized installation of its kind in
e world.

and the beginning of a new era for Benicia and
all of Solano County. 1t represents the realiza-
tion of a dream . . . the culmination of three

The new Humble Refinery and the promise
for an expanding econemy and continved pros-
perity it holds for our county are in sharp con-

trast fo the dismay that prevailed a few years
ago when the old Benicia Arsenal—the bulwark

Benicia’s future was doomed.
But others

an opportunity and from this faith and econvic-
tion evolved a plan: Buy the old Arsenal site
from the government and c¢reate a mod,

Already the new Humble Refinery has had a

profound impacf—boosting the area’s economy

saw the closing of the Arsenal as

ENICIA REFIN

DEDICATED ON:OCTOI
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BENICIA
REFINER

FUEL FOR INNOVATION

VOL. 1, NO. 3, 1988

Out With the

When the Benicia Refinery came
on-line in 1969, it was recognized as
a grass-roots manufacturing complex
incorporating innovative design and
the latest technology concepts.

And rightfully so. Through a
state-of-the-art IBM 1800 computer,
the Refinery’s computerized process
control helped give Benicia a com-
petitive edge that made it “‘the Best
in the West.””

But times change, and technology
advances.

As early as 1984, the IBM 1800
was becoming obsolete, and an Exxon
Refining circuit team began analyzing
potential replacement systems.

Back then, a computer system
known as the TDC 3000 was barely
more than a gleam in Honeywell’s
corporate eye.

But today that “‘gleam’” has
become a reality and is the heart of
the Process Computer Replacement
Project (PCRP) at the Benicia
Refinery.

Similar replacement projects
are being undertaken at Exxon’s
Baton Rouge, Baytown and Billings
refineries.

Circuit-wide, more than three
years of work have been spent
implementing TDC 3000 replace-
ment projects. Benicia’s PCRP
officially began in August of 1986
when funding for the project was
approved.

Please see Out With the Old
Page 2

Refining Engineer Yolanda DéVore (seated) is a member of t

headed by Staff Engineer Dave Rosenberg (standing).

Old, In With the New

FUEL FOR

1988

1996

BENICIA
REFINER

INNOVATION

MARCH - APRIL 1996

T'he completed Benicia Clean Fuels
Project is now fully operational as the
Refinery’s new Mogas Reformulation
Unit (MRU) — producing the cleanest-
burning gasoline in the nation.

Benicia Mogas Reformulation Unit is fully on line




At the time the refinery was built, Humble Oil was wholly owned by Standard Oil of New
Jersey. Effective January 1, 1973 Standard Oil of New Jersey changed its corporate
name to Exxon Corporation and changed the name of Humble Oil and Refining
Company to Exxon USA. Valero became the owner effective May 15, 2000.




Valero
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2000: Valero
acquires the refinery

and Exxon stations.

2001: Valero AL
acquires the asphalt "8
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plant.
2003: Valero
Improvement Project

(VIP) begins.
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Jim Lessenger
Research Historian
Benicia Historical
Museum




